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The European Social Survey  
Call for Question Module Design Teams 

 
The Principal Investigator of the European Social Survey (ESS) is inviting proposals from multi-
national teams to design modules for the questionnaire for Round 6 of the ESS.  
 

1. Background 
 
The ESS is a biennial, academically-driven social survey that charts and explains the 
interactions between Europe’s changing institutions and the attitudes, beliefs and 
behaviour patterns of its diverse populations.  The project has completed four rounds 
which have covered over 30 nations and employed the most rigorous methodology.  A 
fully-documented multinational dataset is available from the ESS Data Archive.  
Fieldwork for Round 5 will start in September 2010. Further information about the ESS is 
available at www.europeansocialsurvey.org.  
 
To date, the ESS has been funded by a consortium of organisations from across the 
European Research Area.  The central design and coordination has been funded via the 
European Commission’s Framework Programmes1, with supplementary funds from the 
European Science Foundation. Fieldwork and other national costs have been borne by 
national academic funding agencies.  Discussions about future funding are in progress 
and a firm decision on Round 6 is anticipated in mid 2010.  

 
The ESS is directed by a Central Coordinating Team (CCT), led by the Centre for 
Comparative Social Surveys at City University UK (Roger Jowell, Principal Investigator), 
and comprises NSD Norway (Bjørn Henrichsen), SCP Netherlands (Ineke Stoop), UPF 
Spain (Willem Saris), University of Leuven Belgium (Geert Loosveldt), GESIS Germany 
(Michael Braun) and the University of Ljubljana Slovenia (Brina Malnar).  The CCT is 
responsible for the design, content, methodology, coordination, archiving and 
timetabling of the study for each round.  
 
The questionnaire for each round consists of two elements: a core module of substantive 
and socio-demographic items (around 120 in all); and two rotating modules, each 
including up to 50 items. Each rotating module covers a single academic and/or policy 
concern within Europe and is drafted by a team selected competitively. Each Question 
Module Design Team (QDT) works closely with and is guided by the CCT in developing 
its module.   

                                                      
1 In Round 5 Year 1 funding is being provided by a group of national research councils and City 
University London.  

The design and preparation of Round 6 will begin in July 2010, subject to 
confirmation of funding. To avoid delay, and in response to recommendations from 
our review panel (Groves et al. 2008), we are inviting applications early, but the final 
selection of teams will of course be contingent on the receipt of funds for Round 6.  

http://ess.nsd.uib.no/
http://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/
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From Round 5 onwards the Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) of the ESS has invited 
applications both for ‘new’ rotating modules and for ‘repeats’ of prior modules.  The 
SAB may decide to select 2 new modules, 2 repeat modules or 1 new and 1 repeat.  This 
decision is entirely at the discretion of the SAB although they have indicated that they 
would normally anticipate selecting at least one new module per round. In Round 5 they 
selected one new and one repeat module.  
 
 

2. Types of QDT applications in ESS Round 6 
 

Repeat modules 
 
A repeat of a topic previously included on 
the ESS where at least 60% of questions in the 
repeat module are administered in an 
identical format to those in the earlier 
module.  
 

New Modules  
 
A wholly new topic to the ESS 
 
OR  
 
A partial repeat of a prior rotating module 
where fewer than 60% of the questions in the 
new module are identical. This could include 
a totally new approach to the measurement 
of a topic previously included. 

 
THE NEXT PAGE (Section 3) OF THIS DOCUMENT IS FOR APPLICANTS FOR NEW 
MODULES AS DEFINED ABOVE.  APPLICANTS FOR REPEAT MODULES AS 
DEFINED ABOVE SHOULD SKIP TO (SHADED) Section 4.  
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3. PROPOSALS FOR NEW MODULES (i.e. new rotating module topics or prior 
topics in which fewer than 60% of the items will be repeated)  

 

We wish to attract social scientists across Europe who are interested in comparative survey 
data to apply for the opportunity to design a new module of between 40 and 50 items2.  
Applications are invited from multinational teams of three to five subject specialists, based in 

at least three different ESS countries3. Using the application form4 for new modules 
available from the ESS website, applicants should make the theoretical and practical case for 
their intended topic area, and supply their credentials as substantive and survey specialists 
in that field.  The proposal should be in up to four parts: 
  
PART 1 should be completed by all applicants for new modules and should be theory-
driven, demonstrating the team’s expertise in their chosen topic (citing relevant literature, 
past studies and publications in the field).  It should explain the relevance of the topic as a 
key academic or policy concern within the European arena.  It should also outline the 
conceptual framework of the proposed module and the sorts of variables required to 
construct it.  
 

PART 2 should be completed only if the application is for a part-repeat (less than 60%) of a 
prior module.  In this section the team should outline the case for discarding any items from 
the previous module and make the case for an alternative approach.  The team would be 
expected to refer to analysis of data from the previous module on this topic to support their 
argument.  
 

PART 3 should be completed by all applicants for new modules. In this section the team 
should outline, in advance of a first draft of actual questions, how they propose to achieve 
their measurement objectives, identifying any existing indicators that could successfully be 
deployed cross-nationally. This part should succinctly outline how the theoretical questions 
are to be answered and operationalised into a module of up to 50 items capable of being 
administered in a general population study in multiple countries.  Drafts of actual questions 
should NOT be included in this section.  However, applicants who plan to base all or a large 
part of their module on existing questions that have been fielded in previous national or 
multinational surveys, should include those questions, describe their origins, and outline any 
likely problems of transplantation.  In any event applicants should note that all items will be 
subject to further detailed assessment and possible amendment before being adopted.  
 

PART 4 should be completed by all applicants for new modules.  In this section applicants 
should reflect on any methodological or practical difficulties they envisage in developing 
their ideas into a robust instrument to be fielded in over 25 disparate countries across Europe, 
and how they propose to tackle those difficulties and achieve equivalence. If few or no 
difficulties are envisaged, there may be little to say but this should still be noted. Teams 
should comment on how methodological issues would be handled, reflect on whether they 
would be addressed during the developmental and / or main stages and discuss how they 
might contribute to the field and / or survey research in general.  

                                                      
2 As ESS questionnaire space is increasingly under pressure, the SAB and CCT might reluctantly have to 

restrict new rotating modules to 40 items rather than 50 items as previously, or at any rate to fewer than 50 
items in Round 6.  Alternatively, they may allocate more items to one module than the other. This will be 
established once the design process proper has started.   
3 Countries that have participated in the ESS to date are included on the last page of this document.  
4 See guidance notes on application forms in section 8 of this document. 

http://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=273&Itemid=378
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4.  PROPOSALS FOR REPEAT MODULES (i.e. which replicate 60% or more of a prior 
ESS rotating module) 
 
It has always been intended that ESS rotating modules might merit replication from time to 
time, and - from Round 5 onwards - applications began to be routinely sought for repeat 
modules (as defined above) as well as for new modules.  As noted, the SAB is not bound to 
select one of each.  The two modules adopted in any round will be selected on merit.   
 
The rotating topics fielded in each round of the ESS to date are shown below:  
 
Round 1 Round 4 

Immigration  Welfare attitudes in a changing 
Europe 

Citizenship, involvement and 
democracy 

Experiences and Expressions of 
Ageism 

  
Round 2 Round 5 

Family, work and well-being Trust in Police and the Courts 

Economic morality in Europe Work, family and well-being 

Health and care-seeking  

  

Round 3  

Personal and Social well-being  

The timing of life  

 
The Family, work and well-being module from Round 2 was selected as a repeat module for 
Round 5 although with a modified title to reflect its slight shift of balance from family to 
work issues.  
 
Applications for repeat modules are invited from multinational teams of three to five subject 
specialists, based in at least three different ESS countries (as listed on the last page of this 
document), at least one of whom has analysed and published data from the prior ESS 
module on the same subject.  Applications are invited both from teams who designed the 
original ESS module on the topic and from new teams.  In all cases the decision will be made 
on merit.  
  
While between 60% and 100%of the prior module must be replicated in the new iteration, any 
other items may be newly developed or drawn from other sources, in each case providing 
reasons for the changes. 
  
Using the application form for repeat modules available from the ESS website, applicants 
should make the theoretical and practical case for their intended topic area, and supply their 
credentials as substantive and survey specialists in that field. The proposal should be in four 
parts.  
 
PART 1 should be theory and evidence driven, demonstrating the team’s expertise in the 
topic (citing relevant literature, past studies and publications in the field).  It should explain 
the relevance of the topic to key academic or policy concerns within the European arena.  It 
should also outline the conceptual framework of the proposed module relating this to the 

http://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=273&Itemid=378
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design of the previous ESS module on this topic, noting and explaining differences.  Evidence 
of the relevance of data from the previous module should be included, as well as a summary 
of salient findings and examples of applicants’ engagement with the data.  
 
PART 2 should outline the advantages and disadvantages of running the repeat module at 
this juncture rather than later in the ESS cycle.  
 
PART 3 should outline which concepts and dimensions (including specific items from the 
previous module) are provisionally earmarked to be repeated and the reasons for these 
choices. Evidence of the measurement quality of these items cross-nationally should be 
included. The measurement objectives of new items or dimensions should be outlined, 
together with plans of how to operationalise them. Drafts of any proposed new questions 
should NOT be included in this section.    However, applicants who plan to base all or many 
of their new questions on ones that have been fielded in previous national or multinational 
surveys, should include those questions, describe their origins, and outline any likely 
problems of transplantation.  In any event applicants should note that all items will be subject 
to further detailed assessment and possible amendment before being adopted.  
 
PART 4 should reflect on any methodological or practical difficulties envisaged in bringing 
the ideas to fruition in the ESS.  Examples, if any, should be given of any difficulties 
encountered in using data from the prior module.  Thought should also be given to the 
geographic expansion in the spread of the ESS since the prior module was fielded and any 
added problems this may cause in terms of translation and equivalence. Teams should 
comment on how such methodological issues would be handled, reflect on whether they 
would be addressed during the developmental and / or main stages and discuss how they 
might contribute to the field and / or survey research in general. 
  
The CCT will provide the SAB with its own material relating to the reliability and validity of 
questions from the prior module on this topic, to any issues of interviewer and respondent 
burden, and to any problems with data processing. 
 
Successful applicants and their applications for previous modules can be found on the ESS 
website.  

 
 

 

http://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/
http://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/
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5.  Module design process (new and repeat modules) 
 
The teams selected will work closely with the CCT and others on the design of their 
module.  The head of each team will be expected to coordinate internal discussion 
within their team and to communicate with the CCT (although they may delegate this 
role to another member of their team). No budgetary provision exists to cover salary or 
associated costs for the team.  However, it is anticipated that travel and accommodation 
costs will be met for up to four working meetings per team with the CCT - at least one of 
which will be at a National Coordinator meeting, comprising the people running the ESS 
in each of the participating countries.  It is expected that the head of each team will 
attend the meeting with National Coordinators. 
 
As in Rounds 4 and 5 a system of documentation of questionnaire design will be used to 
make the process transparent throughout. In the first instance, teams will be asked to 
complete a template provided by the CCT, which outlines the aims of the module and its 
proposed framework.  This will then need to be updated at regular intervals to provide a 
detailed narrative on the development of the questions.   The template will be in two 
sections.  The first will contain the proposed framework and theoretical background of 
the module, specifying its aims, the concepts to be measured and their anticipated 
relationships.  The second section will outline the dimensions that form part of each 
concept and how each of these is likely to be measured by specific question forms.   
Ultimately the rationale for selecting each chosen item will be described so that it is 
transparent to all users.  The template will also be used to record the results of data 
analysis of pilot findings. The final version of the module will be accompanied by the 
above documentation and will be published on the ESS website. A copy of the templates 
including narrative between the two QDTs in Round 4 and the CCT is available from the 
ESS website. 
 
All proposals, documents and meetings will be in English, the ESS’s working language, 
and successful teams are expected to sign up in full to the timetable described in section 
7 of this document.  Note however that the timetable will be subject to possible 
adjustment according to the resources available for questionnaire development, pre-
testing and piloting.  
 
Final decisions on the form and content of the modules are the responsibility of the CCT, 
having taken account of the views of the Question Design Teams (QDTs), the pilot 
results, comments from National Coordinators and the Scientific Advisory Board, 
translation considerations and timing. 
 
QDTs will have early access to data from Round 6 (around a month before the final data 
release) in order to check and ‘prove’ the provisional dataset, thereby providing them 
the opportunity to consider (but not publish) articles prior to the dataset’s official 
release.   

http://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=219&Itemid=361
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6.  QDT obligations 
 
Although no budget will be available to QDTs to cover their design input, they will 
nonetheless have their module administered to random samples in up to 30 European 
countries. In addition to the obligations outlined in the preceding paragraphs, QDTs also 
have a number of other obligations once the data have been released: 
 

 If the CCT decides subsequently to produce an ESS EduNet training package 
based upon the rotating module, members of QDTs may at that point be asked to 
help in the design of these packages.  Some funding is usually available to cover 
the time involved. 

 Each QDT is required to make a substantive presentation to an SAB meeting 
within two years of the release of the Round 6 data, at which key findings will be 
presented and publication plans outlined. 

 Each QDT is expected to have had an article accepted for or published in a peer-
reviewed journal based largely on the ESS data within three years of data release.   
 

http://essedunet.nsd.uib.no/
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7.  Provisional Timetable  

Date Milestones Pre-testing 
February 2010 Call for QDTs published and disseminated (team will be 

appointed subject to central funding for Round 6)  
 

 

May 12th  2010 QDT call closes  
June 2010 QDTs selected by SAB 

 
 

July 2010 Conference call with successful QDTs to outline development 
process and requirements 

 

1st September 2010 1st Draft of template (outlining conceptual structure) to 
CCT   
 

 

20-21 September 2010 CCT sub-group meeting (20th) about the 1st module drafts 
& Meetings with QDTs (21st) 
 

 

4th November  2010 2nd draft of template (including question items) to CCT 
 

 

25-26 November 2010 CCT sub-group meeting (25th) about the 2nd template draft 
& meeting with QDTs (26th). First set of items selected for 
pre-tests 

 

December 2010-Janaury  2011  QDT and CCT do further development work on items not 
selected for pre-testing 

Initial translation and quantitative 
pretesting commences. Items for 
cognitive interviewing identified.  

March Results of initial pre-tests available to CCT and QDTs  

1st April 2011 3rd draft of questions  to CCT, including responses to pre-
test evidence 
 

Advance translation begins of all 
items in 3rd draft (in countries not 
involved in pre-testing). Small NC 
group comments on questionnaire. 
2nd wave of pretesting commences 

June 2011 CCT sub-group meeting about the 3rd drafts and issues 
arising from advance translation. 
Meeting with QDTs about the 3rd draft – suggestions for 
further pre-testing of troublesome items 
 

 

August 2011 4th draft of questions to CCT 
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Date Milestones Pre-testing 
Early September 2011 Time allocated to finalising draft questionnaire for 

National Coordinators (NCs) and e-mail communication 
with QDTs 
 

By this point all initial parallel 
pretesting to be complete 

Mid September 2011  
 

Module in questionnaire format goes to NCs for 
comments 

 

Early October 2011  
 

ESS National Coordinators Meeting; All NCs meet with 
QDTs 
 

 

Early November 2011 
 

Finalised questionnaire ready for large scale pilot  

December 2011 
 
 

 Pilot fieldwork 

January 2012 Pilot data available for analysis by CCT and QDTs  

By early March 2012  
 

Analysis of pilot data completed and recommendations 
from CCT and QDTs made 
 

 

Mid March 2012  QDTs to amend and agree modules with CCT. 
Penultimate questionnaire sent to NCs for comment 
 

 

3rd April 2012  
 

Comments on modules received from NCs  

Mid April 2012 Source questionnaire finalised & sent to NCs 
 

 

Mid April 2012 - July 2012 Translation and translation verification  
July & August 2012 Country Pre-tests (to assess translation in each country)  

 

 

September 2012 ESS Round 5 Fieldwork starts 
 

 

January 2013 ESS Round 5 Fieldwork ends  
Late August 2013 QDT and CCT receive provisional dataset for proofing  
(End) September 2013 First data release planned  



 10 

8.  Guidance Notes on application forms 
 
Application forms can be downloaded from the ESS website (www.europeansocialsurvey.org) or by 
clicking here. Please ensure that you complete the correct application form according to whether you are 
submitting a proposal for a new or a repeat module.   
 
 
a) Content of applications 
 
Contact details and CVs for applicants 
 
Please provide contact details for the principal applicant and up to four co-applicants as well as brief CVs. 
Please use the arrow keys to navigate around these sections.  
 
Content of module proposal 
 
The proposed title of the module and a 200 word abstract should be provided for ALL applications.   
 
In addition, applications for new modules should follow the guidelines in Section 3, while those for repeat 
modules should follow the guidelines in Section 4 of this document.  
 
b) Length of applications  
 
For both new and repeat modules the maximum word length per section is:  
 

 
1. PART 1 – 6,000 words max  
2. PART 2 – 1,000 words max 
3. PART 3 – 3,000 words max 
4. PART 4 – 2,000 words max 

 
 
c) Submission of applications 
 
- Please email the correct application form for the type of module you are proposing (i.e. new or repeat), 

as a single PDF file to ess@city.ac.uk. Please ensure that ‘for the attention of Mary Keane’ is included as 
the subject of the email.  

- Only applications submitted by email will be accepted. 
- All applications must be received by 17.00 UK time on 12th May 2010. Any applications received after 

this time will not be considered. 
- All applications will be acknowledged within a few days of receipt 
 
If you have any questions please email ess@city.ac.uk or contact Rory Fitzgerald on +44 (0) 207 040 4903 
 
The successful applicants will be chosen by the Scientific Advisory Board of the ESS by early July 2010, 
having taken prior account of the advice of a specially constituted sub-committee appointed to scrutinise 
the applications and make recommendations.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/
http://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=273&Itemid=378
mailto:ess@city.ac.uk
mailto:ess@city.ac.uk
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9.   Criteria for assessing applications:  
Unless otherwise stated, these criteria apply to both new and repeat modules applications.  

a. Readiness 
 

 The idea should be well-formulated and should fit into a well-defined intellectual model. 

 The content of the module should be sufficiently developed and conceptually coherent. 

 It should be demonstrated that the subject matter can be readily transformed into a viable module of 
up to 50 items in a mass population survey according to the timetable (see pages 8-9). Teams should 
demonstrate how their research design will be operationalised to answer their research questions.  

 The proposed team should be convincing as a team. 

 The team should recognise and accept the ESS guidelines contained in this Call and should be prepared 
to fully document the questionnaire design process.  

 The proposal should clearly demonstrate that there is a need to repeat large numbers of questions from 
the previous module at this time. Evidence for anticipated change should be provided (repeat modules 
only).  

 Evidence should be provided, based upon analysis of the previous ESS module on this topic, of which 
items might be suitable for repetition. The application should discuss the quality of the questions 
included in the previous module and this should form part of the justification for proposing their 
repetition (repeat modules only).  

 
b. Appropriateness of design 
 

 The proposed module should be suited for a repeat cross-section survey rather than either an ad hoc 
survey or a panel design. All rotating modules of the ESS will be candidates for repetition at later 
stages.  

 The proposed module should be suited to a survey covering over 30 diverse countries including non 
EC countries. Proposals should take account of the need for the proposed measures to be capable of 
equivalent measurement in all countries. Contextual variables that may be required for analysis should 
also be identified.  

 The ESS is a mass population survey. It therefore lends itself to a design aimed at all residents in all 
countries, rather than of special sub-samples, or containing many split-runs. Discussion of how this 
requirement can be met should be included (new modules only). 

 The proposal should show that the subject matter is capable of being treated by standardised closed 
rather than open-ended questions.  

 The proposal should show that the module can be successfully accommodated into a module of up to 
50 items. 

 
c. Appropriateness of subject matter 
 

 Will the proposed module fit easily alongside the core modules of the ESS? (new modules only) 

 Is it ideally suited to be part of a general comparative social survey rather than to a subject-specific or 
country-specific research project, e.g. an election study? (new modules only) 

 Is the topic already covered adequately by the core module or by the Rounds 1-5 rotating modules? 
(new modules only) 

 Does the proposed module really need to be fielded in so many countries? 

 Does the proposed module really need a population-wide sample? 
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d. Will the research have wide appeal? 
 

 Is the module likely to attract broad academic or policy interest in Europe and beyond? 

 Will it add an important new dimension to the ESS knowledge base?  

 To what extent did the previous module on this topic attract broad academic or policy interest in 
Europe and beyond? And what is the expected impact of the proposed module? Why might the impact 
be different? (repeat modules only) 

 
e. Is the project innovative in its approach or coverage? 
 

 Will the inclusion of the module add something new – substantively or methodologically? 

 Will the proposal be more than a replication of previous work? (new modules only) 
 
 

10.  Procedures  
 
The following guidelines apply to the selection of QDTs for ESS Round 6 for applications for both new and 
repeat rotating modules.  

 

 Applications must be made by teams of 3 to 5 scholars, based in at least three different ESS countries.  

 Applications should be made in English using standard application forms, available from the ESS 
website (www.europeansocialsurvey.org) 

 Two teams will be selected to design modules for Round 6 by the ESS’s Scientific Advisory Board 
(SAB) in early July 2010.  

 Up to 100 items are available for the modules so each application should be made for 40-50 items5.  The 
overall allocation of items between modules may be varied by the Central Coordinating Team (CCT).  
Items should be counted on a ‘1 answer = 1 item’ basis but weighted according to the proportion of 
respondents who answer the item. However please note the ‘appropriateness of design’ criteria.  

 No SAB member may apply (or be part of an extended team that applies) for a question design module.  
If a member of the SAB wants to participate in any way in an ESS question module application, he or 
she should indicate this in due time and be replaced on the SAB.  

 If a scientist from the research institute of an SAB member is involved in an ESS question module 
application, the SAB member should take no part in the discussion of that application, and may be 
excluded from that part of the meeting at the discretion of the chair.  

 In order to facilitate efficient deliberations during the SAB’s selection meeting, a small sub-group of the 
SAB, together with independent outsiders, will be appointed as an advisory panel on module selection.  
Other members of the SAB will be invited to send their comments on the modules to this group in 
writing, if they wish to do so.  The sub-group will produce a detailed note to inform and guide the SAB 
discussions.  

 One module will normally be on a new topic, i.e. a module not previously included as a rotating 
module in the ESS although, at the discretion of the Scientific Advisory Board, two new or two repeat 
modules may be selected.  

 Slightly different criteria apply to the selection of repeat modules and new modules (as seen in section 
9). The decision of the SAB is final and there is no process of appeal.  Nor is feedback provided to 
unsuccessful applicants.  

                                                      
5 Applications for repeat modules where the original module had only 30 items would normally be expected to apply 
for up to 20 items. Where a larger number of items are requested, the case for this must be clearly made.  

http://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/


 13 

Appendix 1 
 

Participating countries in Rounds 1-4 of the ESS 
 

Country  R1 Participant R2 participant R3 participant R4 participant  

Austria      

Belgium      

Bulgaria      

Croatia      

Cyprus      

Czech Republic         

Denmark      

Estonia      

Finland      

France      

Germany      

Greece      

Hungary      

Iceland      

Ireland      

Israel      

Italy      

Latvia      

Lithuania      

Luxembourg      

Netherlands      

Norway      

Poland      

Portugal      

Romania      

Russia      

Slovakia      

Slovenia      

Spain      

Sweden      

Switzerland      

Turkey      

UK       

Ukraine      

Total  22 26 25 31 

 
Notes: Number of countries in Round 1: 22; Number of countries in Round 2: 26; Number of countries in Round 3: 25. Number of 
countries in Round 4: 31 Participation in Round 5 will be largely confirmed by May 2010. We hope and anticipate that most if not 
all of these countries will participate in Round 6. 


